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MT Summit VIII in Santiago de Compostela was the most memorable Summit so far
for three reasons.

One is the venue : Hostal de los Reyes Catolicos, where the Summit took place. It
was magnificent beyond anyone’s expectation. The ambience that the venue and the
city of Santiago provided could not have been more different, when we compared it
with KRDL in Singapore, where the last Summit took place two years ago. While
Singapore showed us an alive, ultramodern, cosmopolitan and at the same time very
Asian bustling ambience, Santiago de Compostela amazed us with its cultural
heritage of Europe and its tranquility.

The hotel is an historical building founded in the 15 th century as a church for
pilgrims. While the public can only see its splendid Plasteresue door, the old chapel
and two Renaissance courts flanking the vestibule, the sessions of the Summit took
place inside the building, and the participants who stayed at the hotel could fully
enjoy its great European heritage.

While I have trust in language, there are some things that words cannot express. I
can only say to those who could not come this time that you should visit the city and
stay at the hotel whenever you get the chance.

The second reason is the diversity and richness the conference program delivered.
As at the previous Summits, we heard presentations by policy makers, MT vendors,
researchers and users of MT systems. The Summit included five workshops that
addressed diverse aspects of our field, from education in MT to evaluation to a future
road map of the field.

Thanks to the program chair Professor Bente Maegaard (of the Center for
Sprogteknologi, Denmark), the participants obtained a comprehensive and balanced
perspective of the field, which is developing rapidly.

One researcher told me that he had learned at the conference what would be really

-2 —



Hostal de los Reyes Catolicos Prof. J.Tsujii, 2nd from left

required by users and the MT industry. The Summit did not fail to deliver what the
previous Summits had delivered, i.e. exchange among people who are involved in this
field from very different perspectives. Papers by users were not many, but we saw
quite a few users at the conference, and since they were vocal, their presence really
animated the discussions.

From a technical viewpoint, those things that had once been called new paradigms
of MT, such as Example-based MT, Statistical MT, etc. showed maturity, but have
still not reached the stage at which they can replace the traditional framework in the
actual market. The structural complexity of language seems still to prevent these
frameworks from delivering working systems in the actual environment. However,
maturity will enable these frameworks to be combined with the traditional ones to
deliver future MT systems. From the industrial side, we witnessed that predictions at
the last MT Summit were being fulfilled, the predictions that MT would become an
integral part of document/information management systems and would be used as a
component in a larger system.

The third thing that made the Summit memorable was the terrible incidents in New
York City and Washington, D.C. on 11 September, just a week before the Summit.
Quite a few people, in particular some from the U.S. could not help canceling their
attendance owing to difficulties in traveling. Not only the people who could not come
but also participant were significantly affected by the incidents. Most of us watched
CNN in our rooms. To see, in rooms surrounded by European Renaissance heritages,
the World Trade Center buildings, great symbols of modern society, collapsing gave us
a surreal feeling as well as great sadness.

In the opening ceremony, the IAMT award was presented to Dr. John Hutchins, who
has greatly contributed to our field with his great books and excellent presidency of
IAMT, and to whom the great success of this Summit was attributed.
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All countries, including Japan, have identified IT as an
important national policy issue and are taking active
measures accordingly.

In fact, before coming to this gathering today, |
attended a joint meeting of the IT Strategy Council
and the [T Strategy Headquarters.

The meeting represents a forum for discussion on
Japan's domestic measures, where [ was involved in
a variety of discussions on Japan's basic IT strategy.

The strength of IT in reforming social structure is so
strong that not only does it have a positive influence
on society, but it may also impose certain negative
influences.

However, in facing new challenges that IT casts
before us, we should not construe the dissemination
and development of IT negatively.

On the contrary, by capturing the possibilities
provided by IT in a ‘big picture’, it is incumbent upon
us to conceive policies through which people can feel
that IT is accessible, and whereby technology can be
actively applied for self~improvement and the
betterment of the whole society

This represents the essence of what the Okinawa
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