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FROM THE BATTLEFIELD OF TRANSLATION

Profile
Satoshi Watanabe

Satoshi Watanabe is a journalist specializing in economics. He was born in Yokohama
in 1924. After graduating from Tokyo University of Commerce (now Hitotsubashi Univer-
sity) in 1949, he joined Asahi Shimbun. He has held such positions as foreign news editor,
economic editor, and deputy managing editor. Among the books he has translated are
Protectionism by Bhagwati, West of Eden by Rose, and Latin American Debt by
Kuczynski (all published by The Simul Press, Inc.)

Linguistic Nationalism

When people from different backgrounds engage in verbal sparring they use language
differently. Most people would agree that if an Edokko (a native Tokyoite) says things
such as "Kon-chikusho! Yariyagatta na!" (roughly translated at "You SOB! You screwed
me over good!"), and "Teyande. Berabome!" (roughly equivalent to "What the hell are you
saying? You fool!"), he is likely in the middle of an argument. However, when I was first
appointed to a post in Osaka more than forty years ago right after the end of World War-1II,
I heard an exchange between two stupid-looking gangsters that went like this: "Ondore,
akande-e" ("Hey you, lay off!") "Nani iutonnen!" ("What the hell are you saying!"). When
I heard this, it was hard for me to keep from laughing because the Osaka dialect made
argumentative words sound comical to me.

Recently I have felt, however, that not just the fighting words of different dialects in
Japanese seem so incompatible with each other. It also is easy for linguistic nationalism to
occur. In transla-tion work, for example, there sometimes arise situations in which words
are manipulated to promote the interests of countries having opposing views.

This year, I translated two works that presented completely opposite views concerning
trade friction between Japan and the United States. One book, published by the Simul
Press, was Super 301 Provision. This book, consisting of articles written by orthodox
advocates of free trade, focuses on provision 301 of the U.S. Omnibus Trade and Competi-
tiveness Act. The other book was The Politics of U.S.-Japan Economic Frictions, written
by Glen Fukushima, former deputy-assistant U.S. Trade Representative (U.S.T.R.) for
13
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Japan and China, and published in the Asahi Journal. This latter book, while parroting the
logic of the U.S.T.R., also gives one insight into the inner workings of the trade negotia-
tion process.

In translating these two books, I had to deal with the entire spectrum of U.S. trade policy,
which Professor Bhagwati alleges is suffering from what he calls the "diminished-giant"
syndrome. Professor Bhagwati preserves the tradition of criticizing the Smoot-Hawley
Act, which brought forth the era of high duties and protectionism of the 1930s, after the
Great Depression. In addition to having to translate both liberal and conservative views of
U.S. trade policy, I had to grapple with conflicting values and expres-sions. And even in
that process, the evil spirit of linguistic nationalism often reared its ugly head.

The original English title of Super 301 Provision was Aggressive Unilateralism. The
difficulty in translating this title lies with the word unilateralism. After heated discussion
with Professor Hugh Patrick, one of the book's editors, I finally loosely translated the title
as Tsuyomaru Ipposhugi (strengthening one-sided-ism); but the word ipposhugi had not
previously existed in the Japanese language.

The policy of unilateralism in international trade originally arose in England when free
trade was at its height during the mid-19th century. The English position was that regard-
less of what protectionist policies other countries took, England would unilaterally engage
in free trade and not cause trouble for other peoples.

In contrast, however, recent American unilateralism--which is symbolized by the Super
301 provision of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act that was passed in 1988--has
been criticized as a retrogressive unilateralism in which the U.S. makes one-sided value
judgments that certain practices are unfair, irrational or improper; ignores international
standards, such as those of the GATT; and unilaterally retaliates. Therefore, many scholars
who believe in free trade have criticized this policy. In the Super 301 Provision book, for
example, such views as the following are expressed:

GATT properly assigns, instead [of unilateralism], a symmetry of obligations and rights,
establishing the rule of law rather than law of the jungle. (Professor Jagdish Bhagwati,
page 19)

Even if others are 50-percent sinners, it should be possible to establish that this is not a
ball game in which only the U.S. is entitled to bat. (Professor Robert E. Hudec, page-151)

The unquestioned assumption [of U.S. unilateralism is] that we are right and the world is
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wrong--worse, that the world is unfair; the threat [is] to take our toys and go home if the
world will not play the game our way. (Mr.-David Palmeter, attorney, page 161)

It makes the U.S. the judge and jury assessing a foreign country. (Associate Professor
Helen Milner, page 176)

There are some scholars who say that rather than unilateralism, the U.S. policy is really
just an expression of self-righteousness (dokuzenshugi). Actually, Dokuzenshugi is a very
good translation of unilateralism, but the side that is being bashed would prefer to translate
that word as dokudanshugi (dogmatism). Apparently the Ministry of Foreign Affairs also
is at a loss at how to translate unilateralism, and usually writes the word in katakana (a pho-
netic form of Japanese writing. At times, however, the trouble-some ippotekishugi (one-
sided-ism) appears.

Mr.-Glen Fukushima brandishes the assertions of the U.S.T.R. that embody this unilater-
alism. Being a third-generation Japanese-American who is well informed about both coun-
tries, he is certainly a unique person. And, as a lawyer-businessman who once was a gov-
ernment official, he is very cautious in his choice of words. For example, concerning what
many people regard as retaliatory duties relating to the dumping of semi-conductors, he
just writes "customs duties" and does not use the word "retaliatory.” In my translation, I
many times tried to use the words "retaliatory customs duties," but Mr.-Fukushima looked
very carefully at the galley proofs when the he was in Tokyo and changed every instance to
"customs duties."

The vagueness of Japanese and the convenience that this vagueness affords the speaker
or writer are shown in translations of words recently used by Japan's Foreign Minister
Watanabe; for example, fukaku hansei. Translating this term is difficult. The Washington
Post translated it as "remorse,"” and The New York Times translated it as "self-reflection.”
It seems necessary for us to "reflect” on the pains that were taken in translating words into
Japanese by Meiji Era scholars who were very knowledgeable about Japanese characters.
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