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FROM THE BATTLEFIELD OF TRANSLATION
Profile

Naoko Tanida
Naoko Tanida graduated from the English Literature Course in the Literature De-
partment at Kwansei Gakuin University. After doing work in corporate investigations and
electronic banking at Chase Manhattan Bank, she started her career as a freelance inter-
preter and translator in 1986. She has interpreting and translating experience in the follow-
ing fields: ports and harbors (three years at the Osaka Bureau of Ports and Harbors), nu-
clear power (four years), information and communications, finance, and others.

THE PATH OF A NEW TRANSLTAOR

This is my seventh year doing freelance translating and interpreting since I got mar-
ried. However, in that period, I have moved five times, including overseas and back. Dur-
ing my six-month stay in London, I was not able to work, and each time I moved within
Japan I had to suspend my work for a time. Because of this, I do not believe that I have
Ispo.:nt a very long time working. At any rate, this is my seventh year and I have been able to
mix work in with my life quite well.

To give you some idea of my yearly schedule, every day in the months of April and
September I do interpreting during business negotiations at an American corporation, and
for the rest of the year, I translate for abour four hours a day at my home for a nuclear power
engineering firm. Other work is irregular, and consists of translating documents related to
computer systems at a certain information center and doing translation for the American
corporation mentioned above. I work therefore for only three altogether.

That was not the case two years ago. Whether it was interpreting or translating, I ac-
cepted any work introduced to me by personnel agencies and friends, with out asking about
the field of the quantity. However, after a while I decided to change directions. I did so
because I wanted to specialize in a certain field (in translation, I have specialized in nuclear
power), and because I had to ensure that I had enough time so that I could spend the same
amount of time studying--including reading--as I do working.

I would lkde to mention that I was bery lucky regarding the nuclear power transla-
tion. Four years ago, when I first worked for that nuclear power engineering firm in Osaka,
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I had no knowledge of nuclear power nor expertise in technical translation. The reason I
was able to contimue despite these handicaps was because the company was prepared to
help me become a translator and teach me about nuclear power. For instance, they provided
a good environment for translation: a special translation room was set up in the company
and lectures, reference materials, and computer dictionaries provided. The engineer in
charge would kindly and carefully check my translation and gladly answer all my ques-
tions. Thanks to this, I was able to gradually expand my knowledge. Also, out of the
fifteen translators working in the translation room, one was a teacher at a translation school
and taught me the basic translation skills. I thank the company for providing the new
translators with a stimulating environment for improving the efficiency and quality of our
work. Later, I was unable to do work through the translation room after I moved from
Osaka to Tokyo, and the company gave me materials and computer dictionaries to use at
home. I was fortunate to be able to continue working for them and took the opportunity to
concentrate on translating nuclear power-related materials. (I now return to Osaka once
every two or three months, collect information, and do some work in the translation room.)

Regarding the second reason why I changed directions, namely, ensuring that I have
enough study time, I wanted to do some kind of high quality work in order to repay those
who had provided me with such a wonderful work environment. The field of nuclear
power-related translation is broad, covering many areas such as the structure of power
plants, fuel, machinery, waste products, and safety policies. In addition, there are many
types of documents, all of which I do not have room to enumerate here, but include reports,
articles, written requests, and contracts. Consequently, I have set aside a certain amount of
time for reading related documents and reviewing translations that I have had checked. By
doing this, I believe that I can increase my vocabulary in Japanese and English and expand
my expressive capability.

Two years have past since then, and I now have a bit of confidence in doing transla-
tion about nuclear power. At the same time, I have become even more attracted to the field
of translation. Perhaps I am someone who at first only experienced "the agony involved in
thinking up expressions" for translation but came to appreciate "the joy of writing prose."
However, I still have a long way to go. Every day I work hard, looking forward to the time
when I can call myself a first-class translator with a wide body of specialized knowledge
and a rich expressive capability.

10
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